DUAL IDEAS AND TOURNAMENT RULES

Because this category requires that two speakers work together, care should be given to the selection of a partner for your child.  Much of the practice for a speech tournament will be done in the home.  For this reason, it is suggested that children who are close friends or classmates who live in the same neighborhood work out best as a dual team. 

DUAL MATERIAL – Your child’s teacher will have some suitable material to share with children but the best advice is for a parent to “cut” a portion of a storybook with two characters. If some narration is to be used, one of the two characters should handle that part by taking a step forward (thereby stepping out of character), narrate, then step back to join the partner. It is also appropriate to use poetry with the speakers dividing up the lines or verses.  Parents or students are encouraged to write an original script. 

           A maximum of five minutes is allowed for the dual presentation. 

When presenting the speech, dual speakers must stand side by side, looking toward the audience as though the partner is in front of him/her.  Partners may not touch each other while performing.  If, for instance, one speaker pretends to push the other, the speaker would “see” his/her partner in front of him, not to the side.  As you can see, practicing together is very important.

When coaching the team, remember the following:

1) Most first time speakers are very nervous, resulting in a hurried presentation. Start immediately to slow the speakers down.
2) Dual speakers need to look at their partners, as though they are in front of them not to the side of them.
3) Performers need to “speak up” so the audience can hear what is being said.

4) Gestures are encouraged.  Partners should work together to figure out what to do to make the speech entertaining.  Remember they are not to touch each other.

5) Encourage enthusiasm.  Ask your school librarian if there are any old VCR tapes of dual winners from previous PVSD speech tournaments.  .

6) Remember that props and costumes are not allowed!
Suggestions for dual material:  Joyful Noise: Poems for two Voices by Paul Fleisshman

Stanley & Rhoda books by Rosemary Wells; Frog and Toad books by Arnold Lobel;

Morris & Borris books by Bernard Wiseman; Ernest & Celestine books by Gabrielle Vincent; Bear and Mrs. Duck by Elizabeth Winthrop; Thump & Plunk by Janice Udry;

Zinnia and Dot by Lisa C. Ernest;  Let’s Be Enemies by Janice Udry; 

Toad for Tuesday by Russell Erickson; Pinky and Rex books by James Howe.

Check out the poetry and stories in your literature books or talk to your school or public librarian about stories with two characters.

